
Meeting Minutes of the Richmond City Council 

April 7, 2021 

City Council Meeting 

 

Item #1: Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance  

Mayor Hemmesch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Richmond City Hall 

Council Members noted as being present: Jim Hemmesch, Pat Evens, Mike Mathiasen, Emily Monnens, and 

Chuck Merten 

 

Also present were: Tesa Tomaschett, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Jason Blum, Police Chief; Jesse 

Kollmann, Fire Chief; Kevin Mooney, Parks/Arena Director; Mande Hatten, Merry Moose Childcare 

 

Item #2: Open Forum- none 

 

Item #3: Approval of Agenda with additions/deletion 

Mayor Hemmesch asked if there were any additions or changes to the Agenda.   

 Remove: Item #6 d. Acknowledge PeopleService March 2021 Written Report 

 

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to approve the Agenda with additions/deletion, seconded by Councilor 

Monnens.  Motion passed  

 

Item #4: Approval of the Meeting Minutes March 3, March 9, and March 18, 2021 

Mayor Hemmesch asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes.  

Mayor Hemmesch asked for a motion of approval 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 3, March 9, and March 18, 2021 

minutes with corrections, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 

Item #5: Approval of Bills Paid 

Mayor Hemmesch asked if there were any questions or comments.  

Mayor Hemmesch asked for a motion of approval of Bills Paid. 

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to Approve the Bills, seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion passed. 

 

Item #6: Consent Agenda (approved by one motion) 

a. Resolution 121-21: Approval of March 2021 Journal Entries 

b. Resolution 122-21: Approval March 2021 Donations 

c. Resolution 123-21: Approval of Music in the Park 2021 Schedule 

d. Acknowledge PeopleService March 2021 Written Report 

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilor Mertens. 

Motion passed. 

 

Item #7: Main Street Parking- (15 minutes between 4:00-6:00 p.m.) 

Mande Hatten with Merry Moose Childcare & Preschool asked if the council would be willing to put signage up 

for 15-minute parking between 4:00-6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday in front of the infant center on Main 

Street. Parents are having to park at the end of the block or further to pick up their little children from the 

center. Evens asked why this parking issue wasn’t looked at before renting the building, Hatten explained that it 

was looked at but thought it would be good to have the business on Main Street instead of somewhere else in 

town. Tomaschett will talk to the Stearns County about the signs and report back.  



Motion made by Councilor Evens to allow temporary signs to be placed on sidewalk, the length of the 

building, one hour prior. Motion failed due to no second. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Monnens to install permanent signs in front of building, seconded by Councilor 

Mathiasen. Motion carried. 

 

Item #8: Street Improvement Project Update 

Project Plans and Design are being worked on by city engineer. The administer and engineer are working with 

UDSA on funding options 

 

Item #9: Department Reports 

a. Police Department – Chief Blum presented a written report. There were 70 incidents for the month of 

February, 4 medicals, 9 suspicious activities, 26 traffic and 31 misc. calls. Officers will be working on 

nuisance violations and speed truck will be put out at various locations. Chief Blum reminded the public 

to be cautious on scams. 

b. Arena/Parks- Mooney report that ice has been removed from the Arena. Covid-19 and State shutdowns 

made it a tough season. Mooney was approached by an individual who would like to donate new dasher 

boards and scoreboards at the arena. Mooney has looked into using Sourcewell instead of advertising for 

bids. Evens wants to make sure they will be removeable board so the arena can still have dry floor 

events, which they will. The city’s attorney, the League of MN Cities, and the auditors have all 

approved the city to go this route. Mooney will work with the donator to get pricing for the items. Trail 

Pavilion will be open April 5th again. Mooney presented the park design for the Legion Park which will 

be on 6th St. NW. A neighborhood gathering will be scheduled to introduce the playground to the 

residents. Pickleball is still waiting for more funding in order to move forward. New scoreboard for 

Royals park has been shipped to Scenic Sign and will be installed in Spring. The schedule for Music in 

the Park has been scheduled and sponsorship is being worked on. Rocori trail is still waiting for 

LCCMR funding in order to move forward.  

 

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to allow Kevin to use Sourcewell for dasher boards and scoreboards 

bidding, seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion carried 

 

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to allow Kevin to use Sourcewell for new park equipment bidding, 

seconded by Councilor Evens. Motion carried 

 

c. Fire Department- Chief Kollmann presented a monthly report to the council. There were 5 calls for the 

month of March. Two FEMA grants are submitted for truck and equipment. Chief Kollmann brought up 

concerns about the public using the kitchen and bathrooms when using the council chambers. Council 

discussed further about seeing if the Ladies Auxiliary would be willing to use the council chambers 

without the bathrooms. Tomaschett will check into legal concerns and report back.  

 

d. Public Works- written report was given to council to review 

Item #10: Council Reports  

a. EDA- Next Meeting April 20, 2021 

b. Planning Commission- No March Meeting. Next Meeting: April 22, 2021 

c. Rocori Trail- No April Meeting. Next Meeting: May 6, 2021 

 

Item #11: Next Council Meeting:  

a. April 15, 2021 Workshop at 6:30 p.m. 

Item #12: Adjournment 



Mayor Hemmesch asked for any additional items.   

Hearing none Mayor Hemmesch declared the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tesa Tomaschett  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 


