
Meeting Minutes of the Richmond City Council 

March 3, 2021 

City Council Meeting 

 

Item #1: Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance  

Mayor Hemmesch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Richmond City Hall 

Council Members noted as being present: Jim Hemmesch, Pat Evens, Mike Mathiasen, Emily Monnens, and 

Chuck Merten 

 

Also present were: Tesa Tomaschett, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Jason Blum, Police Chief; Jesse 

Kollmann, Fire Chief; Dave Blommel, SEH Engineer; Traci Ryan, EDA Consultant; Jim Schleper, Doug Boser, 

and Jeff Kraemer, Inventure Real Estate; Bob Monnens 

 

Item #2: Open Forum- Robert Monnens at 42 1st SE, Richmond, MN 56368. Who is in charge of fixing the 

alley way in this area? Council will look into it and bring it back to March 18th meeting.  

 

Item #3: Approval of Agenda with additions/deletion 

Mayor Hemmesch asked if there were any additions or changes to the Agenda.    

Add: 

  Item#7:  

a. Memo of Understanding 

b. Authorize SEH to prepare updated cost estimates 

Move: 

 Item #10. A. EDA to 8 A.  

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Agenda with additions/deletion, seconded by Councilor 

Mathiasen.  Motion passed  

 

Item #4: Approval of the Meeting Minutes February 3 and February 18, 2020 

Mayor Hemmesch asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes.  

Mayor Hemmesch asked for a motion of approval 

Motion made by Councilor Merten to approve the Meeting Minutes of February 3 and February 18, 2020 

minutes, seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion passed. 

 

Item #5: Approval of Bills Paid 

Mayor Hemmesch asked if there were any questions or comments.  

Mayor Hemmesch asked for a motion of approval of Bills Paid. 

Councilor Evens questioned Renegade Trucking $460 invoice. Tomaschett explained that it was to diagnose the 

pick-up and insurance paid for it.  

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to Approve the Bills, seconded by Councilor Evens. Motion passed. 

 

Item #6: Consent Agenda (approved by one motion) 

a. Resolution 116-21: Approval of February 2021 Journal Entries 

b. Acknowledge PeopleService February 2021 Written Report 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilor Mertens. Motion 

passed. 

 

 



Item #7: Richmond Business Park update 

Doug, Jim, and Jeff with Inventure Real Estate presented an updated drawing for the Richmond Business Park 

development. Evens was under the impression that all lots would be around an acre in size so there would be 

more than 30 lots. Doug informed Evens that, that was never the plan from the beginning. Doug also mentioned 

that lots would not be smaller than an acre. Evens asked if the road could curve and go towards Highway 23 to 

help with traffic. This idea will be brought to MnDOT. 

 

a. Memo of Understanding- was presented to the council for review. This agreement will be in place until a 

developer’s agreement is formed and approved. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to approve the Memo of Understanding, seconded by Councilor 

Evens. Motion passed 

 

b. Authorize SEH to prepare updated cost estimates 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to authorized SEH to prepare updated cost estimates, not to exceed $5,000, 

seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed 

 

Item #8: 2021 Street Project 

It was asked if lining the sewer pipes would be better instead of replacing. In some cases that is a better option 

but for Richmond, its not the way to go at this time. Public Hearing for the street project is March 9th, at 6:30 

p.m. at The Olde Coliseum. 

 

Item #8. A. EDA- Next Meeting: March 16 

Traci Ryan gave an update on what the EDA has going right now. They have updated their goals for 2021. They 

also are working with C&C and River Lake Days Committee in hopes to put a Branding/Marketing plan 

together.  

i. Bike plan route 

Traci asked that the bike plan route be approved and allow the EDA to spend up to $1,500 to form it and 

install the proper signage for it. Councilor Evens would like a survey sent out to the businesses being 

affected by this route before deciding on how to move forward. Traci informed the council that Stearns 

County engineer has approved the route and the business owners being affected by this have been 

notified over a year ago.  

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to approve bike plan route and budget as presented, seconded by 

Councilor Merten. Roll Call: Hemmesch, Monnens, Mathiasen, and Merten- yes; Evens- no. Motion 

passed. 

 

Traci asked council if she could do the city’s annual TIF reporting. Council asked her to presented a 

written proposal at the next council meeting.  

 

Item #9: Department Reports 

a. Police Department – Chief Blum presented a written report. There were 84 incidents for the month of 

January, 5 medicals, 4 suspicious activities, 48 traffic and 27 misc. calls. Please drive with caution while 

melting in happening. Please remember to lock vehicle doors. Speed truck will be out once the snow is 

melted.  

b. Fire- Chief Kollmann presented a monthly report to the council. There were 3 calls for the month of 

February. Two FEMA grants are submitted for truck and equipment. Chief Kollmann will work with the 

administrator to properly list the old washer and four tires to be sold by bids. 

c. Emergency Management- Written report was in the packet for review 

Item #10: Council Reports  



a. EDA- Next Meeting March 16 

i. Bike plan route 

b. Planning Commission- Next Meeting: March 25 

Hemmesch informed the Council that Planning Commission reviewed the drawing and plans for 

Richmond Business Park which at this time they saw no issues with.  

i. Resolution 117-21: Resolution approving side yard setback variance at 510 Main St. E 

Motion made by Councilor Mathiasen to approve Resolution 117-21, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion 

passed.  

c. Rocori Trail- Next Meeting March 4 

 

Item #11: Next Council Meeting:  

a. March 9, 2021 Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m. at The Olde Coliseum  

b. March 18, 2021 Workshop at 6:30 p.m. 

Item #12: Adjournment 

Mayor Hemmesch asked for any additional items.   

Hearing none Mayor Hemmesch declared the meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tesa Tomaschett  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 


