
Meeting Minutes of the Richmond City Council 

September 7, 2022 

City Council Meeting 

 
Item #1: Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Hemmesch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Richmond City Hall 

Council Members noted as being present: Jim Hemmesch, Pat Evens, Emily Monnens, and Chuck Merten 

Absent: Councilor Mike Mathiasen 

Also present were: Stacy Kalthoff, City Clerk, Shirley Slater-Schulte, Interim Administrator, Alec McCuskey, 

PeopleService, Kevin Mooney, Parks/Arena; Dave Blommel, SHE; Chief Jason Blum, Richmond/Cold Spring 

Police; David Konshok, Cliff Johnson, Cold Spring Historical Society and Barry Belknap, Stearns County 

 

Item #2: Open Public Forum 

Cliff Johnson spoke about the art exhibit at the Cold Spring Area Historical Society which includes local and 

national artists. 

 

Barry Belknap also came to speak about the upcoming elections as he is running for Stearns County 

Commissioner. 

 

Item #3: Approval of Agenda with any additions/deletion 

One deletion, the fire department report will not be reported on in person. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Agenda with additions/deletion, seconded by Councilor 

Merten. Motion passed. 

 
Item #4: Approval of the Meeting Minutes of August 3, August 18 and August 24, 2022 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the minutes for August 3, August 18, and August 24, 2022, 

seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion passed. 

 
Item #5: Approval of Bills Paid 

Reminder from Councilor Evens to shop locally. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the bills paid, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 
Item #6: Consent Agenda (approved by one motion) 

a. Resolution 2022-164: Approval of August 2022 Journal Entries 

b. Resolution 2022-165: Approval of August Donations/Contributions 

c. Resolution 2022-166: Approval of Building Inspectron Services Contract 

d. Resolution 2022-167: Authorization of Temporary 1 to 4 Day Amendment to Liquor License 

for Sts Peter & Paul Church at Sts Peter & Paul School on Nov 19, 2022 

e. Resolution 2022-168: Authorization for Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG220 Exempt Permit 

for Sts Peter & Paul Church at Sts Peter & Paul School on November 19, 2022 

f. Resolution 2022-169: Approval of Master Partnership Contract with MN DOT 

g. Approval or Acknowledgement for use of Gambling Funds LG555 from the Richmond 

American Legion Post 292 for the Legion Park Gazebo 

h. Request of retirement dollars for year 2022 to the Richmond Fire Relief Association in the 

amount of $12,875.00. 



Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion 

passed. 

 

Item #7: Department Reports 

a. Interim Shirley Slater-Schulte-Will give report and end with the budget 

b. Police Department-Chief Blum spoke about the report enclosed in the packet, he also gave an 

update on the police contract. Would like to get out a draft agreement in the next week. 

c. Fire Department Removed due to Fire Chief not able to come, paper report enclosed 

d. Emergency Management-no report verbally or written 

e. Public Works/Streets-Dave Blommel spoke about sealcoating should be done tomorrow. Still 

waiting for approval for HUD for street project grant money, which hopefully will come in the 

next 90 days. 

f. Parks/Arena-Kevin gave pickleball update on funding and donations, arena season will be 

starting on September 20, usable ice is scheduled for October 3, fall soccer will be starting also 

g. PeopleService-Alec spoke about report enclosed in packet. 

 

Item #8: 2023 Budget 

h. Resolution 2022-163: Adoption of the 2023 Preliminary Tax Levy 
 

Interim Shirley discussed the budget line items, debt services, capital improvement projects, CIP funds and 

the levy with 0% increase. She also stated that with the market values raising, more dollars will be recouped 

in taxes. The levy has to be adopted by September 30th. Counselor Evens stated that with the 9% inflation 

rate and the rise in building permits, that he would like to see the levy increased 4.5%. Shirley reiterated the 

importance of using the ARPA money by 2024. 

 

Motion made by Mayor Hemmesch to approve the 2023 Preliminary Tax Levy with NO increase, seconded 

by Councilor Merten. (Roll Call: Councilor Monnens & Councilor Evens, - No, Councilor Merten & 

Mayor Hemmesch – Yes) Motion Denied. With a tie, Mayor Hemmesch decided to wait until next meeting 

since Counselor Mike Mathiasen was absent. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Monnens to approve raising the 2023 Preliminary Tax Levy ¾%, seconded by 

Councilor Evens to be split within the entire budget. Motion passed. (Roll Call: Councilor Monnens, 

Councilor Evens, Councilor Merten – Yes, Mayor Hemmesch – No) 

 

Item #9: Approve Agreement for New City Administrator/Finance Officer David Konshok 

After the approval, Dave spoke to introduce himself to the council. Mayor Hemmesch asked if he would be 

able to go to Cold Spring in the morning for a police budget meeting along with Councilor Evens and 

Councilor Merten. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the agreement for the new City Administrator/Finance 

Officer David Konshok, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 

Item #10: Council Reports 

i. EDA- Next Meeting: September 20, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 

Traci Ryan is putting together binders for EDA members as well as one simple application for all programs, 

trail signage is also being worked on, and two enhancement applications were approved for Jerry’s Grille and 

Totally U on Main. 

j. Planning Commission- Next Meeting: September 22, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 

Planning approved the preliminary plat for Sauk Ridge Development at their last meeting. 

k. Rocori Trail- Next Meeting: October 6th, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 

Kevin gave a verbal update on Rocori Trail and phase 3. 

 

Item #11: Next Council Meeting: September 15, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 



Item #12: Other Matters of Concern 
 

 

Item #13: Adjournment 

Mayor Hemmesch asked for any additional items. 

Hearing none Mayor Hemmesch declared the meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m 

 

Stacy Kalthoff 

City Clerk 


