
Meeting Minutes of the Richmond City Council 

May 4, 2022 

City Council Meeting 

 

Item #1:  Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Hemmesch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Richmond City Hall 

Council Members noted as being present: Jim Hemmesch, Pat Evens, Mike Mathiasen, Emily Monnens, and 

Chuck Merten 

 

Also present were: Tesa Tomaschett, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Cliff Johnson, Cold Spring Area 

Historical Society; Dave Blommel, City Engineer, SEH; Kate & Corey Lemke, Renegade Truck Equipment; 

David Heyer, DEED; Jake Pidde, Stearns County Assessor; Michelle Gniot, Stearns County Assessor; Gary 

Brinkman, Brinky’s Liquor; Janel Bitzen, City Auditor, KDV 

                

Item #2:  Open Public Forum – Cliff Johnson from the Cold Spring Area Historical Society spoke.   

 

Item #3:  Approval of Agenda with any additions/deletion 

 -Remove Item #14: Department Reports- ALL reports moved to workshop meeting  

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the agenda with deletion, seconded by Councilor Merten. 

Motion passed. 

 

Item #4:  Approval of the Meeting Minutes of April 6 and April 21, 2022 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Meeting Minutes of April 6 and April 21 minutes, 

seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion passed. 

 

Item #5:  Approval of Bills Paid 

Mayor Hemmesch asked if there were any questions or comments.  

Mayor Hemmesch asked for a motion of approval of Bills Paid. 

Motion made by Councilor Monnens to Approve the Bills, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 

Item #6:  Consent Agenda (approved by one motion) 

Resolution 2022-132: Approval of April 2022 Journal Entries 

Resolution 2022-133: Approval April 2022 Donations 

Resolution 2022-134: Approval of 2022-2023 Liquor Licenses 

Resolution 2022-135: Approval of 2022-2023 Tobacco Licenses 

Resolution 2022-136: Authorization of Use of Municipal Personnel and Resources in 

Conjunction with the River Lake Days Festival and Approval of Requested Festival-Related 

Permits and Authorizations 

Resolution 2022-137: Authorization of Temporary 1 to 4 Day Liquor License for Richmond 

Civic & Commerce on July 15-17, 2022 at the Parish Grounds 

Resolution 2022-138: Authorization of Temporary 1 to 4 Day Amendment to Liquor License 

for the Corky’s Bar and Haffley’s Bar on June 4, 2022 on Main Street between both businesses 

Resolution 2022-139: Authorization of Temporary 1 to 4 Day Amendment to Liquor License 

for the Corky’s Bar on June 11, 2022 at Corky’s parking lot 

 

A couple of amended were suggested; first was Resolution 2022-136, asked to add Fire Department to cover 

the RLD 5k Run and lastly was Resolution 2022-137, asked to changed condition from only packaged liquor 

to be sold to be individual sized servings. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Consent Agenda with amendments discussed, seconded by 

Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 



 

Item #7:  Resolution 2022-140: 2022-2023 Liquor License for J & S Lanes (Roll Call) 

Motion made by Councilor Merten to approve Resolution 2022-140- 2022-2023 Liquor license for J & S 

Richmond Lanes, seconded by Councilor Mathiasen.  Roll Call: Hemmesch- abstained, Yes –Monnens, 

Mathiasen, Evens, and Merten. Motion carried.  

 

Item #8: 2021 Audit Report – Janel Bitzan, Kern, DeWenter, Viere, Ltd. (KDV) 

Ms. Bitzan reviewed the 2021 Audit report virtually. The city is in good standing with their financials. A copy 

of the audit is available for the public to review. 
a. Consideration of Resolution 2022-141 – Approving 2021 Audit Report 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve Resolution 2022-141 – Approving 2021 Audit Report, 

seconded by Councilor Mathiasen. Motion passed. 

 

Item #9: Stearns County Assessor- Jake Pidde and Michelle Gniot from the Stearns County Assessor’s 

office discussed numerous items regarding property taxes and evaluations. Michelle listed over all value 

percentages within Richmond, within Stearns County, and within the State. She discussed briefly a property 

tax refund program that is available. Also, informed council how to view on their website the homes sales.  

And she also touched base on the Avian influenza that is affecting the area. The Assessor’s office is now 

located in Waite Park by Fleet Farm instead of downtown St. Cloud. Jake discussed Local Board of Appeals 

and Open Book Meeting. More cites are doing open book meetings so residents have a little more privacy to 

discuss their property instead of at a public council meeting. Evens felt that by have local board of appeals, it 

was giving the residents a local place to discuss their property instead of chasing them to Waite Park. Jake 

informed the council that Stearns County has no issues scheduling appointments that would take place at the 

resident’s home instead of them calling the office or having to drive to Waite Park. Council needs to make a 

decision on which way they wish to go so the proper notices, training, and deadlines are met if they pick 

Local Board of Appeals. Council decided to make a final decision at the new workshop meeting on this topic.  

Evens would like to receive monthly sales on homes from Stearns County on a monthly basis.  

 

Item #10: David Heyer with Dept of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 

a. Discussion of on funding options for business in town: David Heyer discussed the Minnesota 

Investment Fund program that the State offers for qualifying businesses. Renegade Truck 

Equipment would like to construct an expansion and use this program to help offset expenses. The 

city would need to be the applicant for the funding and there would be required reporting to do to 

the State. Council would be able to set terms or interest rate, length, and repayable or forgivable. 

There were a lot of unanswered questions on the finance side of things which led to the discussion 

of doing a joint meeting with EDA to discuss further and bring DEED into that meeting too. 

 

Motion made by Council Evens to call for a special joint EDA and Council meeting for May 17th, 

seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion carried.  

 

Item #11: 2022-2023 Street Project Update- Dave Blommel   

Project still hasn’t gone to bid, waiting for USDA to give the approval. Hoping that will come soon and can 

have bids to review sometime in June.      

 

Item #12: Letter of Resignation 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve Letter of Resignation from Stacy Kalthoff, seconded by 

Councilor Monnens. Motion passed 

 

Item #13: Deputy Clerk Hiring process 

Jim and Pat offered to sit on the hiring committee. Deadline for applications is May 19th at noon. Tomaschett 

will set up a time following that to review applications and set interviews. 

 

Item #14:  Department Reports 

a. PeopleService  

b. Public Works / Streets  



c. Fire Department  

d. Emergency Management 

 

Item #15:  Council Reports 

a. EDA- Next Meeting May 17, 2022 – Emily Monnens spoke about EDA’s workplan, the State 

of Community Event, the Branding Committee plan. 

b. Planning Commission- Next Meeting: May 26, 2022 

a. Rocori Trail- Next Meeting: May 5, 2022  

b. Tri-City Cable 

Item #12:  Next Council Meeting:  

a. May 19, 2022 workshop at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Item #13:  Adjournment 

Mayor Hemmesch asked for any additional items.   

Hearing none Mayor Hemmesch declared the meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tesa Tomaschett  
City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 


