
Meeting Minutes of the Richmond City Council 

April 6, 2022 

City Council Meeting 

 

Item #1:  Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Hemmesch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Richmond City Hall 

Council Members noted as being present: Jim Hemmesch, Pat Evens, Mike Mathiasen, Emily Monnens, and 

Chuck Merten 

 

Also present were: Tesa Tomaschett, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Cliff Johnson, Cold Spring Area 

Historical Society; Andy Gapinski, Richmond Fire Department; Gary Brinkman, Brinky’s Liquor; Dave 

Blommel, SHE; Alvin Gertken, American Legion; Mike Hendricks, 241 1st Street SW; Gordon Dingmann, 

Public Works; Alec McCuskey, PeopleService; Terry Meemken, The Olde Coliseum; Tyna Meemken, The 

Olde Coliseum; Laura Hemmesch, River Lakes Days; Tyna Horn, Main Street; Kate Lemke, Renegade Truck 

Equipment; Jesse Kollmann, Richmond Fire Department; and Wendy Gilk, Gilk Plumbing.    

                

Item #2:  Open Public Forum – Cliff Johnson from the Cold Spring Area Historical Society spoke.  Wanted 

people to know about the rotating art exhibit with wedding dresses being displayed at this time.  Century 

Farms is going to be the next exhibit, he is looking for any info that he could add to the exhibit.  A speaker 

will be speaking on 04/20/22 at 6:30 in the Church parking lot and will be speaking about orphan trains. 

 

Item #3:  Approval of Agenda with any additions/deletion 

Adding Item #6 g. Resolution 2022-130: Approval of 2022 Liquor License for Richmond Baseball Club and 

Item #6 h. Approval of form LG240B Application to Conduct excluded Bingo for the ROCORI FFA Alumni 

& Supporters for Bingo to be held Saturday, April 30, 2022 at 691 Main St. West, The Olde Coliseum.  

 

Motion made by Councilor Merten to approve the Agenda with additions, seconded by Councilor Monnens. 

Motion passed. 

 

Item #4:  Approval of the Meeting Minutes of March 2 and March 17 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 2 and March 17 minutes, 

seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 

Item #5:  Approval of Bills Paid 

Mayor Hemmesch asked if there were any questions or comments.  

Mayor Hemmesch asked for a motion of approval of Bills Paid. 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to Approve the Bills, seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion passed. 

 

Item #6:  Consent Agenda (approved by one motion) 

a. Resolution 2022-124: Approval of March 2022 Journal Entries 

b. Resolution 2022-125: Approval of March 2022 Donations 

c. Resolution 2022-126: Approval of Music in the Park 2022 schedule 

d. Resolution 2022-127: Authorization for Lawful Gambling Off Site Lease and Gambling Permit 

– Richmond American Legion Post 292 on May 6, 2022 at The Olde Coliseum 

e. Resolution 2022-128: Authorization for Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit Application Sts. 

Peter and Paul Church on May 4, 2022, at Sts. Peter and Paul School 

f. Resolution 2022-129: Authorization for Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit Application Sts. 

Peter and Paul Church on June 25, 2022, at Sts. Peter and Paul Church 

g. Resolution 2022-130: Approval of 2022 Liquor License for Richmond Baseball Club 



h. Approval of form LG240B Application to Conduct excluded Bingo for the ROCORI FFA 

Alumni & Supporters for Bingo to be held Saturday, April 30, 2022 at 691 Main St. West, The 

Olde Coliseum.  

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilor Mathiasen. 

Motion passed. 

 

 

Item #7:  City Engineer- Dave Blommel         

a. Street Project Discussion – Dave Blommel discussed that we are waiting to hear from the 

Federal Government as to when bids can start. 

b. Street lights at RBP – Blommel stated there are 3 different options of light poles.  Option 1 is 

the pole that Stearns Electric stocks, installs, and maintains but would not be able to support 

banners and flags, option 2 is Richmond installs own poles and maintain but we could decorate 

as wanted and option 3 is a standalone city system which also would be the most expensive. 

 

Will be brought back to workshop in a couple of weeks to make final motions. 

 

Item #8:  Approval of Road Closure on Main Street between Grant Ave and Central Ave 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve the Road Closure with no permanent stands and insurance 

intact, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 

 

Item #9:  Discussion on Local Board of Appeal vs Open Book 

Councilor Evens requested this item be put on the agenda due to complaints from residents saying their 

property evaluations being high.  He wants the residents of the community to be able to access the assessor 

easily in the City of Richmond versus having to go to County offices.  

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve that a County Assessor is invited to a future council meeting 

to discuss local board or appeal vs open book, seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion passed. 

 

 

Item #10:  Department Reports 

a. PeopleService – Alex spoke about report that is enclosed in the packet. 

b. Public Works / Streets – Gordy stated that the street sweeper is up and running, air injection 

patcher is in town and weather permitting will be starting soon, has been hauling rock, 

collecting supplies to start seal coating, went to MNDOT meeting in Roscoe regarding the new 

detour for road construction, and compost is now open  

c. Fire Department – Jesse spoke about the report that is enclosed in the packet 

i. By-laws approval 

 

Motion made by Councilor Monnens to approve the Fire Department By-Laws, seconded by Councilor 

Mathiasen. Motion passed. 

 

d. Emergency Management – Andy Gapinksi spoke in the place of Emergency Managements 

President, Erik Koenig.  He gave the monthly report as it is also in the packet.  

e. Administrator Report – Tomaschett reported that she went to the Clerks Conference, had a 

RoCoRi Trail meeting, had a meeting with the auditor, is in the process of receiving 

liquor/tobacco licensing, after some research, we can have 4 liquor licenses for on-sale but 

there is an exclusion stating that a certain entity is considered a club or restaurant, they don’t 

count as on-sale, as far as off-sale, we don’t have any limits and fees are set by the City  

i. Summer hours approval 

 



Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve summer hours of Monday-Thursday from 7:30-4:30 and 

Friday from 7:30-2:00, seconded by Councilor Monnens. Motion passed. 

 

 

Item #11:  Council Reports 

c. EDA- Next Meeting: April 19, 2022 – Emily Monnens spoke about EDA’s workplan, the State 

of Community Event, the Branding Committee plan. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Monnens to approve the implementation of the new logo within the City, 

seconded by Councilor Mathiasen. Motion passed. 

 

d. Planning Commission- no March meeting. Next Meeting: April 28, 2022 

e. Rocori Trail- Next Meeting: April 6, 2022  

 

Item #12:  Next Council Meeting:  

a. April 21, 2022 workshop at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Item #13:  Adjournment 

Mayor Hemmesch asked for any additional items.   

Hearing none Mayor Hemmesch declared the meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tesa Tomaschett  
City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 


