
 

Meeting Minutes of the Richmond City Council 

February 2, 2022 

City Council Workshop 

 

Item #1:  Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance     

Mayor Hemmesch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Richmond City Hall 

Council Members noted as being present: Jim Hemmesch, Pat Evens, and Chuck Merten                          

Absent:  Mike Mathiasen and Emily Monnens 

 

Also present were: Tesa Tomaschett, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Dave Blommel, SEH; Tammy 

Paczkowski, Record; Ben Weeres, Weeres Collaborative; Gordie Dingmann, Public Works 

     

Item #2:  Open Public Forum- None 

 

Item #3:  Approval of Agenda with any additions/deletion 

Adding Item #7 c.  Resolution 2022-115: Approval of Adopting Final Assessment 

Motion made by Councilor Merten to approve the Agenda with additions/deletion, seconded by Councilor 

Evens.  Motion passed  

 

Item #4:  Approval of the Meeting Minutes of January 5 and January 20  

Motion made by Councilor Evens to approve Meeting Minutes of January 5 and January 20, 2022, 

seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 

Item #5:  Approval of Bills Paid 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to Approve the Bills, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion passed. 

 

Item #6:  Consent Agenda (approved by one motion) 

a. Resolution 2022-113: Approval of January 2022 Journal Entries 

b. Resolution 2022-114: Approval of January 2022 Donations 

c. Acknowledge PeopleService January 2022 Written Report 

 

Councilor Evens would like PeopleService to come to next meeting.  Councilor Merten was wondering why 

there were so many zeros on the PeopleService report. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to Approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilor Merten. Motion 

passed.  

 

Item #7:  Public Hearing- Final Assessment Hearing for Richmond Business Park 

a. Open Hearing at 6:36 pm 

Dave Blommel spoke about final assessment rates for the properties at the Richmond Business Park lots 

which are still owned by the developer.  The one lot that has been sold, the assessment was split between the 

other properties. 

 

Councilor Evens stated during the public hearing that he wants the tax payers to know that he is not in favor 

of borrowing money at 1.67% and giving it back to the developer with no surcharge, which the tax payors in 

Richmond have been used to for the past fifty years. By doing this, it is not treating the tax payors fair.  

Developers and private citizens should be treated the same. 

 

Mayor Hemmesch stated he believes we should more forward since we are this far in the process. 



 

b. Close Hearing at 6:44 pm 

c. Resolution 2022-115: Approval of Adopting Final Assessment 

 

Motion made by Councilor Merten to Approve the closing of the public hearing, seconded by Mayor 

Hemmesch. Motion passed. (Roll call Mayor Hemmesch, Councilor Merten – Yes, Councilor Evens – No) 

 

Motion made by Councilor Merten to Approve Resolution 2022-115, seconded by Mayor Hemmesch. 

Motion passed. (Roll Call:  Mayor Hemmesch and Councilor Merten – Yes, Councilor Evens – No) 

 

 

Item #8:  Ben Weeres- Branding/Website discussion 

Ben Weeres reiterated the process of how the new logo was developed and described the final brand 

development guideline document, which is in the packet.  Weeres is asking council for any final feedback and 

would like their approval to move forward with the new logo.  Regarding the website, Council would like to 

table the topic until the next city council meeting. 

 

Motion made by Mayor Hemmesch to keep moving forward with the new logo, seconded by Councilor 

Merten. Motion passed.  (Roll Call: Mayor Hemmesch, Councilor Merten-Yes and Councilor Evens- 

Abstain) 

 

 

Item #9:  Department Reports 

a. Police Department – Council reviewed written report. Mayor Hemmesch stated that at the 

February 17, 2022 council meeting there will be a public hearing regarding Police body 

cameras.  He also mentioned that the full-time position in the department has been filled and 

Alton Hegg was hired. 

b. Arena/Parks – Council reviewed written report. 

c. Public Works / Streets – Gordy spoke about snowplowing and cleaning snow off sidewalks, he 

is requesting direction on moving snow from the sidewalks. At this time council is not making 

any changes to the sidewalk ordinance. 

d. Fire Department – Jesse Kollmann reported that for the month of January there were 12 medical 

calls and 1 vehicle accident. All trucks are in working order, the Catfish Tournament is set for 

February 11-12, 2022.  Kollmann is asking council for the approval to purchase 4-5 new pagers. 

He also reviewed the annual report for 2021, which is also in the packet. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Evens to Approve the purchase of 5 pagers to the best qualified bid, seconded 

by Councilor Merten. Motion passed.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

e. Emergency Management – Written report was in the packet for review. 

 

Item #10:  Council Reports 

d. EDA- Next Meeting: February 15, 2022 

e. Planning Commission- no January meeting. Next Meeting: February 24, 2022 

f. Rocori Trail- Next Meeting: February 3, 2022 (cancelled) 

Item #11:  Next Council Meeting:  

g. February 17, 2022  

Item #12:  Adjournment 

Mayor Hemmesch asked for any additional items.  

Mayor Hemmesch stated the DNR truck has been picked up by DNR.  

Mayor Hemmesch declared the meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

 



Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Tesa Tomaschett  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 


